
 

Rising Eighth Grade Language Arts | Summer Reading 2020 
Pre-AP Students: Choose TWO of the titles below to read over the summer. 

On-Level Students: Choose ONE of the titles below to read over the summer. 

Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson | During the summer of 1793, Mattie Cook lives above the family coffee shop with her 
widowed mother and grandfather. Mattie spends her days avoiding chores and making plans to turn the family business 
into the finest Philadelphia has ever seen. But then the fever breaks out. Disease sweeps the streets, destroying everything in 
its path and turning Mattie's world upside down. At her feverish mother's insistence, Mattie flees the city with her grandfather. 
But she soon discovers that the sickness is everywhere, and Mattie must learn quickly how to survive in a city turned frantic 
with disease. 
*available as an audiobook in destinydiscover.com/available as an audiobook in Tales2Go (unlimited access) 

The Witch of Blackbird Pond  by Elizabeth George Speare |Sixteen-year-old Kit Tyler is marked by suspicion and 
disapproval from the moment she arrives on the unfamiliar shores of colonial Connecticut in 1687. Alone and desperate, she 
has been forced to leave her beloved home on the island of Barbados and join a family she has never met. Torn between 
her quest for belonging and her desire to be true to herself, Kit struggles to survive in a hostile place. Just when it seems she 
must give up, she finds a kindred spirit. But Kit’s friendship with Hannah Tupper, believed by the colonists to be a witch, 
proves more taboo than she could have imagined and ultimately forces Kit to choose between her heart and her duty. 
Elizabeth George Speare won the 1959 Newbery Medal for this portrayal of a heroine whom readers will admire for her 
unwavering sense of truth as well as her infinite capacity to love. 
*available as an ebook and audiobook in destinydiscover.com 

Woods Runner by Gary Paulsen | Samuel, 13, spends his days in the forest, hunting for food for his family. He has grown up 
on the frontier of a British colony, America. Far from any town, or news of the war against the King that American patriots 
have begun near Boston. But the war comes to them. British soldiers and Iroquois attack. Samuel’s parents are taken away, 
prisoners. Samuel follows, hiding, moving silently, determined to find a way to rescue them. Each day he confronts the 
enemy, and the tragedy and horror of this war. But he also discovers allies, men and women working secretly for the patriot 
cause. And he learns that he must go deep into enemy territory to find his parents: all the way to the British headquarters, 
New York City. 

**Day of Tears by Julius Lester|On March 2 and 3, 1859, the largest auction of slaves in American history took place in 
Savannah, Georgia. More than 400 slaves were sold. On the first day of the auction, the skies darkened and torrential rain 
began falling. The rain continued throughout the two days, stopping only when the auction had ended. The simultaneity of 
the rain storm with the auction led to these two days being called "the weeping time." Master storyteller Julius Lester has 
taken this footnote of history and created the crowning achievement of his literary career. 

The Ransom of Mercy Carter by Caroline B. Cooney | Deerfield, Massachusetts is one of the most remote, and therefore 
dangerous, settlements in the English colonies. In 1704 an Indian tribe attacks the town, and Mercy Carter becomes 
separated from the rest of her, some of whom do not survive. Mercy and hundreds of other settlers are herded together and 
ordered by the Indians to start walking. The grueling journey -- three hundred miles north to a Kahnawake Indian village in 
Canada -- takes more than 40 days. At first Mercy's only hope is that the English government in Boston will send ransom for 
her and the other white settlers. But days turn into months and Mercy, who has become a Kahnawake daughter, thinks less 
and less of the ransom, of Deerfield, and even of her "English" family. She slowly discovers that the "savages" have traditions 
and family life that soon become her own, and Mercy begins to wonder: If ransom comes, will she take it? 

Be prepared to discuss the following by the first week of school: 
These novels have been selected in conjunction with a the history department. Students will be expected to compare the text they have 
read over the summer to a large cross-curricular unit of study at the start of the school year. 
 
You are expected to provide a clear answer/explanation and quotations/passages from the novel that support your 
answer(s). 

● How did the setting impact the character’s day to day life? 
● What is the major conflict of this work? 
● What unique challenges arise because of this time period? 
● How has your character changed or grown from the beginning of the novel to the end? 
● What lesson is this novel trying to teach you? 
● What is different about your life compared to that of the protagonist? 
● If you were in the same position as the protagonist what would your day to day life look like? 

All novels have been read and reviewed by the Eighth-Grade English department. 
 
 

 
**This piece provides a realistic look at an unfortunate time in our nation's history. As such it may depict some of the ethnic and racial prejudices that were 
commonplace in American society including some language that is disingenuous to people of color. We at HBMS believe that they are products of their time. These 
depictions were wrong then and are wrong today. While the novel does not represent HBMS or LTISD’s view of today’s society, this novel is being presented as it really 

 



was, because to do otherwise would be the same as claiming these prejudices never existed. If you feel uncomfortable exposing your family to this language, please 
feel free to select another of our great titles.  

 


